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Our Church Covenant 


Having been led as we believe by the Spirit of God to re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour; and, on the 
’ profession of our faith, having been baptized into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do 
now, in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most 
solemnly and joyfully’ enter into covenant with one another, 
as one body in Christ. 


We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to 
walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advance- 
ment of this church in knowledge, holiness and comfort; to 
promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its wor- 
ship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to contribute 
cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the 
expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread 
of the gosepel through all nations. 


We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; 
to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of 
our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the 
world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, 
and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, back- 
biting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and use 
of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in our 
efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. 


We further engage to watch over one another in broth- 
erly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each 
other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sym- 
pathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take 
offense, but always ready tor reconciliation, and mindful of 
the rules of our Saviour, to secure it without delay. 


And we moreover engage that when we remove from this 
place, we will, as soon as possible, unite with some other 
church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant 
and the principles of God’s word. 


Es 





Es 





es 
Zab 


! 
: 
| 
, 
} 
Ls 


a ee pee 


Gir ee es a eee eee 


Beli ISTIIs ast als ar Doe el ae eal el 


VW earare e Dl ll i li a od EE FF FS Se WE EE Ee 

















"TSE 10 44 9BOQD B40 qrigm siuryi asoyt 
yaos “28144 qyiay uasts 9q uayz ah {7,, 





= 





AAD snsagy qaorg air m REY 79/30 umsapout wort 


WANG Jo ayenjiyaag) 





ee Y SO ee he he a ee he in a ie he ee 








ee 


a 


i 


cla 


2 


A 


asl 


f 
\ 


= 


a 


Dl 


x 
ll ll I ls lc ee a A le ol i a a ee ee TEES er re 





RRS ; 


Be SE SES ESL 











ba 


4 
4 
4 





A er ey 


} by iu "ysiuajg jnoylim: pun joy a nous eae 


Hwy ing ‘Suryt qons huv 40 ‘aqyutsm 40 


wee iy 7 STO; AE ED foe ‘tods Surmvy jou ‘qr4nys sno1s0j8 v fyasusry 
se : . ( 07 41 juasaad qysim ay yoy. “12 sof fjasury 








aavs pun ‘q24ny? ay, pando] 4514y7,, 


24 ”, 
ok MYL Jo miiysraqiaw opm ganasa1 sm 


PER-DE- gs Ty rete fy mis fipyszaa op m aD 
See 














4 mhipsrapa He ju apr yaa ‘)) ke 
SLILi Titi ttt iti r 


Christ's Prayer for Believers 


“Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as we are 
I have given them thy word; and the world 
hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. I pray 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil. They are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world. Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world. And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I 
for these-alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word; that they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me............O righteous Father, the world 
‘hath not known thee: but I have known thee, 
and these have known that thou hast sent me. 
And I have declared unto them thy name, and 
will declare it: that the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 





What Saith the Scripture? 
ABOUT SALVATION 


I. The first word in the Bible about the way of 
salvation is a call to sinful men to repent of their sins. 
It was the summons delivered by John, the forerunner 
of Christ: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at thand.”—Matt. 3:2. Christ himself began his 
preaching with the same message: “Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”—Matt. 4:17. 

It is proclaimed again by the Master in Luke 
13:2-5: “Suppose ye that these Galileans were sin- 
ners above all Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think 
ye that they were sinners above all men that dwell in 
Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” 

On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was 
manifest in such mighty power that the people who 
heard Peter’s sermon cried out, saying, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent.”—Acts 2:37, 38. This was also the 
message the apostle Paul proclaimed in cultured Ath- 
eas: “And the times of this ignorance (referring to 
their worship of idols) God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent.”—Acts 17:30. 

Now what is repentance? Some say, it is sorrow 
for sin. There may be sorrow for sin but I know of 
people who are sorry for their sins who have never 
repented. It is more tnan shedding tears over sins. 
Repentance is taking God’s side against sin. It is be- 
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ing sorry enough to quit the sinful life and’to begin to 
serve the Lord. Take the word of God for it: “Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord,’—Isaiah 55:7, 8. 

II. The second word about salvation is believe. 
There is no assurance of salvation without faith in 
Jesus Christ. Read the Master’s own words: ‘For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. He that believeth on him is 
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed on the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.”—John 3:16, 18. Let 
no man think that he can improve on the teachings of 
Christ on this question of salvation. His word is final. 
But some say, I cannot believe. There are so many 
things I do not understand. Yes, Christ knew all 
about those things, and so he goes right on to talk 
about. the one difficulty in the way of faith in 
him. There is one and only one. Remember before 
you read it, this is not your theory, or mine, but the 
direct teaching of the world’s only Saviour. He shows 
that the reason men cannot believe on him is not so 
complicated as many make out: “And this is the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh-to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
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are wrought in God,.”—John 3:19-21. Hence we see 
the point of controversy between God and the unsaved 
soul is-not that man has sinned. God knows that and 
co does the sinner. But the trouble is that after light 
has come the sinful man chooses his sin and the way 
of darkness rather than the Saviour and walking with 
Christ in the light. There is only one sin that stands 
in the way of any man’s salvation, and that is the sin 
of unbelief which keeps the heart out of fellowship 
with Christ. 

In another place, John 7:17, the Master says: 
“Tf any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.” Our first duty is to repent and the second 
to believe. We can never believe so long as we re- 
fuse to repent, and we cannot help believing when we 
take God’s side against sin. We have Christ’s word 
for it. If we “do his will’ we “shall know” the truth. 
ibe At Timothy 1:15 we read: “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” We know it is 
a faithful saying and that it is true that Christ came 
to save. If it is worthy of all acceptation, it is 
worthy of mine. Read I John 1:9: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” ._Now we 
have learned that he came to save, that he is a faith- 
ful Saviour, and ready to forgive. Let us read next 
John 1:12: “But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name.” To whom did he 
give power to become sons of God? To them that 
received him and believed on his name. Will you re- 
ceive him as your Saviour? Then you can become a 
child of God. You have God’s word for it. 
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III. The third word regarding salvation is con- 
fess. As soon as anyone takes Christ as his Saviour, 
it is his duty to confess him before men. Romans 


10:9-11: “Tf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.” And in Matt. 10:32, 38, 
Christ said: “\hosoever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me be- 
fore men, him will I also deny before my Father 


which is in heaven.” . 
IV. The fourth word about salvation is assur- 


ance. I am positive the Lord does not want us to be 
in doubt about so important a question as this. He 
has made the conditions plain in his word. A certain 
woman who was a professed Christian lacked assur- 
ance. Her pastor asked. her if she owned the house 
she lived in. She said she did. He asked her if she 
had as her evidence the fact that she felt at home in 
the house. She said she had a deed to the place and 
knew it was hers because the deed said so. Her pas- 
tor then told her he would give her God’s deed which 
would prove that she was a child of grace. He 
turned to I John 5:11-13, and read: “Ang this is the 


record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
These things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
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name of the Son of God.” Now, my friend, have you 
taken Christ as your Saviour? Then as one who is 
trusting in him you know that you have eternal life. 
It does not depend upon your feelings but upon your 
faith in the promise of Christ to save those who come 
to him. If you have come and taken him as God’s 
Son for your Lord and Master, then you have all the 
assurance of God’s word that you have passed from 
death unto life, and that you now actually possess 
eternal life. “The wages of sin is death: but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
—Rom. 6:23. “Therefore being justified by faith, 


we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”==Rom. 5:1. Salvation is through Christ. If 
you have taken him as your Saviour, and now believe 
on him, you are justified and have peace with God. 
And you also have God’s word for it. Can you trust 
the word of God? 

These are true words of Thomas a Kempis: 
“Without the way there is no going; without the 
truth there is no knowing; and without the life there is 
no living.” Says Jesus: “I am the way which thou 
shouldest pursue; the truth which thou shouldest be- 
lieve; the life which thou shouldest hope for.” So 
the three greatest needs of the human heart, guidance, 
wisdom, and life are met in Jesus Christ. 


What Saith the Scripture ? 


ABOUT BAPTISM 


There are three questions that I am sure every 
thoughtful inquirer would like to have answered con- 
cerning baptism. 1. What constitutes baptism? Is 
it sprinkling, pouring, or immersion? 2. What pre- 
cedes baptism, or, who may be baptized and under 
what conditions? 3. What is the meaning or sym- 
bolism of baptism? Is it a senseless, arbitrary re- 
quirement of the church, or is there some good rea- 
son for it? Let us turn at once to the word of God 
for light. We shall consider the subject inductively, 
taking the passages in the order in which they occur 
in the New Testament. In Matt. 3:13-16, we have 
the account of the baptism of our Lord. John had 
been preaching in the wilderness and was baptizing: 
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. But John forbade him, 
saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Suffer it to ke so now; for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And 
Jesus when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” The word baptize is 
transferred directly from the classical Greek and 
means, according to the Greek lexicon, “To dip, to 
immerge, to submerge.” Now in this account of 
Christ’s baptism, two things need emphasis. First, 
he said to John: “It becometh us to fulfill all right- 
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eousness.” In other words, as Christ was to estab- 
lish his church, he felt the necessity laid upon him of 
submitting to the ordinance which he was to leave to 
his church. And second, the fact that he came up out 
of the water after his baptism is in entire keeping 
with the meaning of the word baptize and at once 
clears up our “rst question sufficiently for us to say 
that our Saviour himself was baptized by immersion. 

In Matt. 28:18-20, we read the words Christ spoke 
to his disciples after his resurrection: “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” We see here that to 
baptize is as much a part of the Great Commission as 
to preach the gospel. That the disciples understood 
it so is seen from the fact that on the day of Pente- 
cost, Peter gave instruction that those who repented 
and accepted Christ as their Saviour should be bap- 
tized. Acts 2:38, 41: “Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptised: and the same 
day there was added unto them about three thousand 
souls.” Now the “them” to whom the three thousand 
were added is indicated in Acts 1:15 where we read 
that ‘Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples and 
said, (the number of names together were about an 
hundred and twenty) We are back in the early 
days now; and before the day of Pentecost there were 
only about 120 disciples of Christ. On the day of 


” 
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Pentecost there was added to this number about 3,000, 
thus making in all about 3,120 disciples. The early 
church of Christ was thus formed and developed, for 
we read in Acts 2:47: “And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” It is easy 
then to determine what one must do in order to be- 
come a member of the church. This was the Pente- 
costal order: first they heard the gospel preached, 
then they “were pricked in their hearts” and asked 
what they must do to be saved. Peter said, “Repent,” 
“Save yourselves from this untoward generation,” 
(verses 40 and 41). “Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptised.” Evidently repentance of 
sins, belief in Christ as Saviour, and obedience in the 
ordinance of baptism were required in those days in 
order to join the church. Unless someone has the 
right to change that order, we ought to follow it in 
our day. It is the divine plan of the church as under- 
stood by the early disciples. We learn from this 
Scripture that “repentance,” and “gladly receiving his 
word’—faith in Christ as Saviour—preceded baptism. 

Acts 8:12: “But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.” Here again we see faith must pre- 
cede baptism. Acts 8:26-40 has an interesting story 
concerning Philip and the conversion of the eunuch, 
who was an Ethiopian of great authority, and treas- 
urer of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. He had 
been up to Jerusalem and was now journeying home- 
ward. As he sat in his chariot, he was reading a copy 
of the Old Testament Scriptures which he had pro- 
cured at Jerusalem. Philip joined him and explained 
the passage to him, and we read: “Then Philip 
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opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on 
their way, they came unto a certain water; and the 
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me 
to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
And he commanded the chariot to stand still; and they 
both went down into the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch; and he baptized him.” Here again we are 
taught that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ preceded 
baptism, and that they both went down into the water. 

In Acts 9:18, we read of the baptism of Paul. No 
one will doubt that Paul was converted and believed 
in Christ before he was baptized. “And immediately 


there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he 


received his sight forthwith, and arose, and was bap- 
tized.’ In each of these cases you will observe bap- 


tism follows immediately after faith in Christ. Acts 


10:47, 48: “Can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them to be 
hoptized in the name of the Lord.” Acts 16:14, 15: 
“And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple 

. heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that 
she attended unto the things which were spoken of 


Paul. And when she was baptized . . 4 Baith 
preceded her baptism. Acts 16 :30-33 tells about the 


conversion and baptism of the jailor, who at midnight 


cried out to Paul and Silas, saying: “Sirs, what must 


I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and 
to all that were in his house. And he took them the 
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same hour of the night, and washed their stripes ; and 
was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” Belief in 
Christ as their Saviour preceded their baptism. Acts 
18:8: “And Crispus believed on the Lord with all his 
house: and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 
and were baptized.” They were baptized as soon as 
they believed in Christ. 

Up to this point we have seen clearly that repent- 
ance of sins and faith in Christ as our Saviour must 
be exercised before we are ready for scriptural bap- 
tism. We have also seen that baptism is the «mmer- 
sion of the believer. If there is any doubt concerning 
this, however, it will certainly disappear in the pres- 
ence of the next three passages of Scripture. Romans 
6:4 reads: “Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death.’ Now we know that anything 
that is sprinkled or poured upon is not buried. Gala- 
tians 3:27: “For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have put on Christ.’’ And Colossians 
2:12: “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with him through the faith of the operation 
of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” I shall 
not presume to explain these passages further than to 
say that the apostle Paul certainly understood, when 
he used such language, that Christian baptism was the 
burial of the believer in water. 

It still remains for us to see what the meaning or 
symbolism of baptism is. It is beautifully taught in 
the last three Scripture passages I have quoted. I 
shall call your attention again to but one of them. 
Romans 6:3, 4: “Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from 
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the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.’ Baptism then is a 
symbolical representation of the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. The greatest fact in history is 
that salvation is offered to sinful men by the very Son 
of the very God, “who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto rightcousness: by whose stripes we 
are healed.”—I Peter 2:24. “And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”—I 
Cor. 15:17. The death and resurrection of Christ are 
the central truths of the gospel. Upon them depends 
our salvation. So when Christ gave to his church the 
ordinance of baptism, he gave an ordinance that pic- 
tures to us the most precious truth of the gospel. The 
burial of the believer in baptism is the simplest way of 
stating the great facts of salvation. It represents the 
death and the resurrection of Christ. But it goes even 
farther than that. When I am baptized, I picture to the 
world not simply the death and resurrection of Christ, 
but the most precious fact of my life, namely, that 
through my faith in Christ as my Saviour I am dead 
to sin and alive unto righteousness. So, then, my bap- 
tism is a beautiful way of declaring to the world what 
I believe has actually taken place in my own heart 
through faith in Christ. No other form of baptism 
than that of burial is taught in the New Testament 
for the very reason that no other form can represent 
the truth of the gospel of Christ. It is not baptism 
that saves us. We are not baptized im order to be 
saved but because we are saved. “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God.”"—Eph. 2:8. Baptism is simply an 
act df loving obedience to Christ by means of which 
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we enter the church. It is the door to the church. 
“For ye are all children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.”—Galatians 3:26, 27. This is the 
commission Christ gave to his disciples: “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.”—Matt. 28:19, 20. 


What Saith the Scripture ? 
ABOUT COMMUNION 


Matt. 26:26-28: “Jesus took bread, and blessed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all 
of it; for this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins.’’ In I Cor. 
11:23-26, the apostle Paul says to the church at Cor- 
inth: “TI have received of the Lord that which I also 
delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night 
in which he was betrayed took bread: and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and said: Take, eat: this is 
my body, which is broken for you: this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the same manner also he took the 
cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the’ new 
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death 
till he come.” 

From the above we learn that the ordinance is 
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commanded by Christ: “This do.” There is no posi- 
tive command as to how frequently we shall observe 
the ordinance; but we are told, “This do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” Whenever the 
church observes this sacred ordinance, whether once a 
week, or once a month, or less frequently, it is to be in 
remembrance of Christ: “For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 
till he come.” Here again we see that the ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper, as well as that of baptism, centers 
in the greatest fact of all the world, namely, “the 
Lord's death.” The cup, the fruit of the vine, is the 
emblem of Christ’s blood. ‘‘For this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins.” The bread is the emblem of Christ’s 
body which was sacrificed for us: ‘Take, eat: this is 
my body which is broken for you.” 

Hence we see that in the ordinances which Christ 
gave to his church, the great truths of the gospel are 
set forth. Baptism declares to us again, every time we 
see the ordinance administered, the truth which it so 
beautifully pictures, namely, the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ; as well as that most precious fact that 
we who have accepted Christ as our Saviour are dead 
to sin and alive to righteousness. The ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper emphasizes the same truths. The bread 
and the cup represent to us the body and the blood of 
Christ. Baptism is to be administered but once, while 
communion is repeated again and again. The reason 
for it is both simple and apparent. Baptism represents 
the beginning of life, our resurrection in Christ; while 
communion represents that which is universally recog- 
nized as necessary for the continuance of life. Without 
eating and drinking we cannot sustain life. Christ has 
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taken this simple fact and consecrated it as an ordin- 
ance for his church. It is as if he were saying to us as 
his disciples, “You know you cannot continue to live, 
after you are born into this world, without eating and 
drinking. I have given you this ordinance to be ob- 
served in the church so as to keep the fact ever before 
you that without feeding your soul upon me you can- 
not sustain your spiritual life.” Was not this the con- 
ception for which he was preparing the minds of his 
disciples when he said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and 
I in him.’—John 6 :53-56. 

The only passage of Scripture which speaks di- 
rectly on the question of regulating the attendance at 
the Lord’s Supper or of abusing this service is in I 


Cor. 11:27-29: “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 


himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.” The histori- 
cal events which called forth this passage were, evi- 


dently, the rude and boisterous actions of certain ones 
whose shameful conduct was unworthy any child of 
God seeking to participate in the service. In the re- 
buke the apostle Paul administers to the unruly mem- 
bers of the church at Corinth, he sets forth the principle 
which should govern all who observe the ordinance. 
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The real sin against which all must guard is that of 
coming to the Lord’s Supper in the spirit of “not dis- 
cerning the Lord’s body.” It is a spiritual service. 
To partake of it without spiritual discernment is a sin. 
Hence we see that the most direct restriction put upon 
the observance of the Lord’s Supper in the word of 
God is that which places the responsibility upon the in- 
dividual. That self-examination enabling us to come 
to the service in the spirit of loving appreciation and 
spiritual discernment of the emblems which declare to 
us anew, each time we partake of them, the love and 
sacrifice of our Saviour, is the preparation named in 
the word of God. It should have the earnest consider- 
ation of every member of the church. 


What Saith the Scripture? 
ABOUT SERVICE 


II Cor. 5:14, 15. “The love of Christ constrain- 
eth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again.” 

This means that any one who has accepted Christ 
as his Saviour is bound by everything that is true in 
him to make Christ’s mission in the world his mission. 
From the day we experience saving grace and our 
hearts are at peace with God, we are untrue to our- 
selves and ungrateful to our Master, who gave his life 
for us, if we are not moved by his love to a life of 
Christian devotion to his cause. 

Mark 8:34: “And when he had called the people 
unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 
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Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself 
and také up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same s/all 
$ave 1." 

Matt. 6:24: “No man can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” 

When Christ appeared to his disciples after his 
resurrection, he said to them: ‘Peace be unto you: 
as the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.’ —- 
John 20:21. 

John 15:16: “Ve have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
Lring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain ; 
that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he may give it vou, We are saved to serve. We 
are “chosen” and “ordained” of Christ to bear the fruits 
of his grace. We are called upon to deny self and 
take up our cross and follow Christ. He is our Mas- 
ter, We are his servants. The greatest privilege, as 
well as the greatest joy in life, is in being a faithful 
servant of Christ, who loved us and gave himself for 
us. 

Eph. 2:8-11: “Tor by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not cf yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For 
we are his worku:ans.ip, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained_that we 
should wall: in them.” We are not saved by char- 
acter, but by his grace unto character. “faith with- 
out works :is/dead."—James 2:20. So then it is not 
our works that save us but the gift of grace through 


WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE? 25 


faith; and yet without works we have evidence that 
we lack faith. For the Scripture saith: “Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness ?” 
—Rom. 6:16. 


What Saith the Scripture? 


ABOUT GIVING 


The principles of the word of God in regard to 
giving are set forth in the following passages: “The 
silver and the gold are mine, saith the Lord.”—Hag- 
gai 2:8. “Every beast of the forest ts mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills. If I were hungry, I 
would not tell thee: for the world is mine and the ful- 
ness thereof.’—Psalms 50:10, 12. “Thou shalt re- 
member the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee 
power to get wealth.”—Deut. 8:18. “Honour the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all 
thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty 

. . —Prov: 3:9, 10. .“Freely ye have received, 
freely give.”—Matt. 10:8. “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’—Acts 20:35. “But this I say, He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly ; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bounti- 
fully.’"—IT Cor. 9:6. 

These principles are stated in definite command- 
ments in both the Old and New Testaments. The 
commandments declare: 

I. Who should give. Deut. 16:17: “Every. man 
shall give as he is able.’’ Paul writes to the church at 
Corinth and, ‘“‘to all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord,” (I Cor. 1:2) saying: 
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“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store as God hath prospered him; that 
there may be no gatherings when | come. ——I- Gor: 
16:2. This Scripture shows that the church was not 
to depend upon a collection but upon systematic offer- 
ings for its support. 

II. How much should be given, The law which 
God gave to the Jews is found in the Old Testament 
in Lev. 27:30,: “And all the tithe (a tenth part) of 
the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord. 
And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, 
even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth 
shall be holy unto the Lord.” Under the grace of the 
gospel it is not to be expected or desired that less 
should be given than was required by the law. A faith- 
ful Jew who had become a convert to Christianity may 
suffice to illustrate this principle. As a Jew he was 
accustomed to pay his tithe. On the first Sunday after 
his conversion, when he made his offering to the Lord, 
do you suppose he sought to justify himself for giving 
less as a Christian than he had given when a Jew? As 
his blessings were greater he would add to his offer- 
ing and give more, and not less, than the law required. 
Such passages as the following cannot be correctly in- 
terpreted unless they are received in the light of the 
divine law of tithing which was so well understood 
and generally practiced in the times of Christ: ‘Freely 
ye hath received, freely give.”—Matt. 10:8. “As God 
hath prospered you.’—I Cor. 16:2. “If there be first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he hath not.”—IT Cor. 
8:12. “Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity : 
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for God loveth a cheerful giver.”—II. Cor, 9:7. It was 
never intended for these and similar passages to teach 
that the tithe was no longer an obligation, but rather to 
show the spirit in which the tithe and other gifts over 
and above the tithe should be made.* 

The difference between making a small offering to 
the Lord, “according to that a man hath,” and giving 
nothing, is the difference between obedience and dis- 
obedience. It is not the small gift, but the disobedient 
steward that displeases the Master. lf you want to 
know how much Christ thought of a small gift read 
Mark 12 :41-44. 

II. When tt should be given. Paul's instruction 
to the church at Corinth, “and to all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,” 
is very direct as it is stated in I Cor. 16:2, where he 
says: “Upon the first day of the weck let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him.” In Malachi 3:10 the command is given to “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the store house, that there may 
be meat in mine house.” Making our offering to the 
Lord is thus associated with the worship of the Lord’s 
house. Hence, 

IV. To whom it should be given. The law in the 
Old Testament was “the tenth shall be holy unto the 
Lord.” All offering is unto the Lord. The prophet 
of God accused those of robbing the Lord who with- 
held the tithes and offerings. Malachi 3:8: “Will a 
man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and in offer- 
ings.” Yet we all know that the tithes and offerings 
were used to meet the expenses of the house of God 








*For a fuller discussion of this subject the reader is reterred to 
“Love’s Debt to God’? by the same author. Price per single copy, 
five cents; $2.00 per hundred. 
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and to support the priests. Is it not a strange lack of 
Christian integrity when church members will pay 
their club dues and other bills and neglect to pay what 
is due to the Lord? It surely must be because of a 
failure to. understand the teachings of God's word. 
Yet all giving is an act of worship; and every one that 
in every place calls upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord owes to God his part, be it large or small, to 
help support the house of God and to maintain the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. If the sixteenth chapter of 
Luke teaches us anything, it is that the fidelity with 
which we discharge our duty as stewards of God in 
making our offerings to his work, is a test of our 
spiritual relationship with God. Is that not what the 
Master himself has said so plainly in Luke 16:10-12: 
“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is un- 
just also in much. If therefore ye have not been faith- 
ful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit’ to 
your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been 
faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give 
you that which is your own?” Could our Saviour 
have been more direct than he is in these words in 
telling us that unless we discharge our duty as stew- 
ards of God, and are faithful in giving to God that 
which belongs to him, we have reason to inquire 
whether the “true riches” are committed to us? 


“If ye know these things, happy 


are ye if ye do them.” 
—John 13:17. 











